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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
DIVISION OF DISEASE CONTROL AND HEALTH PROTECTION 

BUREAU OF EPIDEMIOLOGY 
4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-12 – Tallahassee, FL  32399-1720 

(850) 245-4401 – Fax (850) 922-9299 
Sharon Watkins, Ph.D., Bureau Chief  

Dr. Patricia Ryder, M.D., M.P.H., (Interim) Director, Division of Disease Control and Health Protection 
Carina Blackmore DVM, PhD, Dipl, ACVPM, (Interim) State Epidemiologist 

Confidential Fax: (850) 414-6894  
After Hours Consultation:  (850) 245-4401 – Acute Problems or Emergencies  

(Your call will be forwarded to the on-call epidemiologist) 
BUREAU CHIEF’S OFFICE 

Bureau Chief Sharon Watkins, PhD (850) 245-4115 
OPERATIONS & TRAINING SECTION 

Operations & Training Section Administrator Mary Hilton, MNO (850) 245-4042 
Personnel Liaison Cassandra Pease-Moten (850) 245-4444 ext.2400 

TRAINING & COMMUNICATIONS 
Training & Communications Unit Supervisor Michael Wydotis (850) 245-4409 
Training  & Communications Coordinator Chad Bailey (850) 245-4444 ext.2435 

FINANCIAL & BUDGET 
Budget and Grants Manager Marla Wallace (850) 245-4444 ext.2423 
Contract Manager/Safety Coordinator Susan Pearson (850) 245-4444 ext.2411 
Purchasing Specialist  Theresa Vivas (850) 245-4444 ext.2420 
Budget Specialist  Lucy Swain (850) 245-4444 ext.2436 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
Administrative Assistant  Martina Walker (850) 245-4444 ext.2677 
Administrative Secretary Gloria Patterson (850) 245-4444 ext.2272 
Receptionist Whitney Blake (850) 245-4444 ext. 2413 

INFECTIOUS DISEASE PREVENTION & INVESTIGATION SECTION 
Infectious Disease Prevention & Investigation Section 
Administrator 

Robert Bernstein, MD, MPH, PhD, 
FACPM 

(850) 245-4412 

Administrative Assistant  Sandy Lyda (850) 245-4444 ext.2997 
HEALTHCARE-ASSOCIATED INFECTION PREVENTION 

HAI Program Manager A.C. Burke, MA (850) 766-7547 
Administrative Assistant  Torrey Evans (850) 245-4444 ext.2422 
Regional HAI Prevention Epidemiologist Zeenat Rahman, PhD (850) 766-1243 
HAI Epidemiologist Mackenzie Weise, MPH (407) 858-1400 ext.1269 
Senior Regional HAI Preventionist Tammy Jernigan, ARNP, MSN, CIC (850) 766-7582 

INVESTIGATIONS: ACUTE DISEASE 
Laboratory Liaison/ Epidemiologist Ann Schmitz, DVM, AM (305) 324-2415 
Laboratory Liaison/ Epidemiologist Tricia Foster, MPH (904) 791-1747  
Laboratory Liaison/ Epidemiologist Scott Pritchard, MPH (850) 251-5558 
Laboratory Liaison/ Epidemiologist Jim Matthias, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext.2367 

INVESTIGATIONS: FOOD & WATERBORNE DISEASE PROGRAM 
Food and Waterborne Disease Program Manager Jamie DeMent, MNS (850) 245-4116 
Northeast Regional Environmental Epidemiologist Kathleen Van Zile, RS, MSEH (904) 791-1596 
Central Regional Environmental Epidemiologist Dean Bodager, RS, MPA (407) 245-0468 
Southwest Regional Environmental Epidemiologist Robin Terzagian,CEHS (239) 338-2744 
West Central Regional Environmental Epidemiologist Mike Friedman, MPH, CEHS (727) 816-1240 
Southeast Regional Environmental Epidemiologist Janet Wamnes, MS, CHES (772) 873-3947 
Panhandle Regional Environmental Epidemiologist Laura Potter, MPH (850) 526-2412 x158 
Florida Integrated Food Safety Center of Excellence Liaison Ben Klekamp, MSPH, MPH (407) 317-7174 

SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS SECTION 
Surveillance Systems Section Administrator Janet Hamilton, MPH (850) 245-4561 
Administrative Assistant  Erin Mahler (850) 245-4444 ext. 2416 
CDC/CSTE Applied Public Health Informatics Fellow Melinda Thomas, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext. 2819 
Surveillance Systems Coordinator Brian Fox, MS (850) 245-4444 ext. 2450 
Surveillance Epidemiologist – ESSENCE-FL David Atribin, MPH (813) 307-8015 ext. 6709 
Meaningful Use Coordinator Hunter Davis, MS (850) 245-4444 ext. 2401 
Data Entry Operator Tilea Tillman (850) 245-4444 ext.2414 
Data Entry Operator Ashley Terry (850) 245-4415 
Surveillance and Reporting  Unit Lead Leah Eisenstein, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext.2481 
Enteric Disease Surveillance Epidemiologist Nicole Kikuchi, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext. 2448 
Hepatitis Surveillance Epidemiologist Beth Ann Eichler, MS (850) 245-4444 ext.3425 
Hepatitis Surveillance Assistant Coordinator Jaleesa Moore, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext. 2429 
Surveillance Epidemiologist Maura Comer (850) 245-4444 ext. 2638 
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RESPIRATORY DISEASE UNIT

Respiratory Disease Unit Lead Epidemiologist Colin Malone, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext. 2403 
Influenza Coordinator Heather Rubino, MS (850) 245-4444 ext. 2419 

                       EPIDEMIOLOGY CAPACITY & QUALITY CONTROL SECTION 
 Acting Capacity and Quality Control Administrator  Danielle Stanek, DVM (850) 245-4117

ZOONOSES & VECTORBORNE 
Medical Epidemiologist Danielle Stanek, DVM (850) 245-4117 
Arbovirus Surveillance Coordinator Stephanie Moody-Geissler, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext. 2437 
Arbovirus Surveillance Assistant Shaiasia Itwaru-Womack (850) 245-4270 

FLORIDA EPIDEMIC INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (FL-EIS) 
FL-EIS  Program Administrator Katherine McCombs, MPH (904) 791-1624 
QI Epidemiologist Andrea Castillo, MPH (727) 824-6900 ext. 4749 
FL-EIS Fellow Alazandria Cruze, MPH (786) 336-1254 
FL-EIS Fellow Vincy Samuel, MPH (904) 253-1865 
FL-EIS Fellow Jennifer Roth, MPH (239) 332-9617 

PUBLIC HEALTH TOXICOLOGY SECTION 
State Toxicologist/Section Administrator Kendra F. Goff, PhD (850) 245-4248 
Deputy State Toxicologist J. Mark Higginbotham, MS, PhD (850) 245-4960 

HEALTH ASSESSMENT TEAM 
Environmental Administrator Randy Merchant (850) 245-4249 
Health Education Program Manager Lu Grimm, MA (850) 245-4444 ext.2332 
Environmental Specialist  Connie Garrett (850) 245-4444 ext.2316 
Environmental Specialist  Laura Morse (850) 245-4444 ext.2080 

RADON AND INDOOR AIR PROGRAM 
Environmental Administrator Clark Eldredge (850) 245-4280 
Administrative Secretary Valderine Grant (850) 245-4288 ext.2458 
Program Consultant Tim Wallace, RS, CEHP (850) 245-4444 ext.2204 
Environmental Specialist  Gail Melvin (850) 245-4444 ext.2203 
Environmental Manager Jorge Laguna, MS (850) 245-4444 ext.2220 
Data Entry Operator Betty Miller (850) 245-4444 ext.2271 

AQUATIC TOXINS PROGRAM 
Aquatic Toxins Coordinator Andy Reich, MS, MSPH (850) 245-4187 
Epidemiology Specialist Caroline Collins (850) 245-4444 ext.2994 

ENVIORNMENTAL EPIDEMIOLOGY SURVEILLANCE & RESPONSE SECTION 
Section Administrator Philip Cavicchia, PhD (850) 245-4444 ext. 3873 
Administrative Secretary Gloria Patterson (850) 245-4444 ext. 2272 
Occupational Epidemiologist Juanita Chalmers (850) 245-4444 ext.5117 
Chemical Surveillance Coordinator Prakash Mulay, MBBS, MPH (850) 245-4576 

ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH TRACKING 
 Environmental Public Health Tracking Manager Chris Duclos, MS, GISP (850) 245-4264 
Administrative Assistant  Rebecca Thomas (850) 245-4444 ext.2825 
Senior Epidemiologist Melissa Jordan, MS (850) 245-4577 
Database Analyst John Folsom (850) 245-4444 ext.2194 

LEAD & HEALTHY HOMES 
ABLES Coordinator Babajide Sadiq, MPH (850) 245-4115 

BIRTH DEFECTS REGISTRY 
Coordinator, Florida Birth Defects Registry Jane Correia (850) 245-4444 ext.2198 
Birth Defects Epidemiologist Suzanne Block, MPH (850) 245-4572 
Birth Defects Registry Heather Lake-Burger, MS, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext. 2828 
CDC Fellow Deon Peoples (850) 245-4444 ext. 2491 

FLORIDA BRACE PROJECT 
Program Manager Meredith Jagger, MS (850) 245-4127 
Program Assistant  Erin Stockdale (850) 245-4444 ext. 2959 

                       CHRONIC DISEASE SURVEILLANCE & EPIDEMIOLOGY SECTION 
Chronic Disease Section Administrator Youjie Huang, MD, DrPH, MPH (850) 245-4407 
Administrative Assistant  Laura Schofield (850) 245-4444 ext.2409 
BRFSS Coordinator Kimberly Cohen, JD, MSW (850) 245-4444 ext.2445 
Florida Youth Survey Coordinator Ava Holt, MS (850) 245-4444 ext. 2424 

CHRONIC DISEASE SURVEILLANCE 
Chronic Disease Surveillance Section Manager Tara Hylton, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext.2441 
PRAMS Coordinator Avalon Adams-Thames, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext.2418 
Assistant PRAMS Coordinator Marie Lumene (850) 245-4444 ext.2433 
PRAMS Assistant Kelsi Williams, MSPH (850) 245-4444 ext. 2446 
Cancer Special Projects Coordinator Haiyan Maier, PhD (850) 245-4444 ext. 2432 
WISH Coordinator Heather Jordan, MPH (850) 245-4444 ext. 2444 
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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 
Statistical Analysis Section Manager Bonnie Yu, MS (850) 245-4444 ext.2407
Epidemiologist Joseph Lowry, MPH (850) 245-4405 
 


